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The familiar melody of “Pomp and Circumstance” has been playing 
throughout the state recently. From elementary schools to high schools 
to colleges, people are celebrating in commencement ceremonies.  Adult 
Education program graduations are no different. Graduates are 
celebrating the end of one chapter and the beginning of another.   
 
Our lives can be considered a series of chapters.  As adults we have a 
better grasp of the idea that there are many different chapters to be 
lived. Some of those chapters are based on the idea of career. 
 
From an early age, we are asked “What do you want to be when you 
grow up?”  As kids we might have answered with fireman, dancer, ball 
player or doctor.  Those dream jobs may have become realities for 
some.  But for many of the students in our Adult Education programs, 
graduating may be the first step in realizing their potential for a real 
career.  Our graduates will find newly open doors to jobs and 
professions. 
 
In today’s world of longer lives, drastic changes in industries and the 
economy, and ever-evolving technological advances, we may ask, “How 
many different things will you be in your work life?” 
 
A longer life means all of us, especially our graduating students, must 
be prepared to be many things over a lifetime. Adult Education can serve 
a portal to better employability skills at any stage of a career.  Whether 
we help a person into an entry level position or whether we help refresh 
and reengineer their skillset to better compete in the job market. Adult 
Education is a major factor in creating a responsive and resilient 
workforce. 
 
Congratulations to the teachers and staff that supported our students in 
reaching this milestone. And congratulations to the Class of 2022!  We 
cannot wait to see all the things you will do. 

 
Go confidently  
in the direction  

of your dreams.   
Live the life  

you have imagined. 
             --Henry David Thoreau 
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Around the State 
 
 

 

As we close the 2021-22 school year, Arkansas Adult Education Center directors and staff 
members continue working in creative and often collaborative ways to help our students succeed.  

Ozark Literacy Council 
 

Recently, a student from Ozark Literacy Council has had the 
opportunity to tell her story with local media outlets and 
community groups. She shares in her own words. 

“My name is Myla Demidova, and I am no stranger to 
learning languages. In addition to my native language, 
Ukrainian, I speak Russian and German, and taught French 
in my home country for more than 30 years. But when I first 
came to class at the Ozark Literacy Council seven years 
ago, I didn’t speak any English. I started from scratch, I 
started from zero here at OLC. 

It’s been difficult, not as easy as French, but I am diligent, 
and work every day. I use a lot of different books, grammar 
books, children’s books, and the dictionary. 

 

 

My English skills have been put to good use recently as I have been interviewed on local television and I have 
spoken to my class, and other civic groups in Northwest Arkansas about the war in Ukraine. I have tried to help 
Americans understand that my home is a proud, independent, peace-loving, and beautiful country. Language was 
and is my life. I can’t imagine my life without language. It is my hobby, my leisure, and my love.” 

Myla’s teacher, Bob Whitby, is a great supporter in her journey.  Patty Henson Sullivan (Executive Director) gives 
thanks to board member, Chanda Hunter, for connecting the center to several media outlets a few months ago.  
According to Sullivan, the connections have resulted in several earned media opportunities and more community 
calls resulting in meetings with new prospective partners and students. 

 

 
Northwest Technical  
Institute Adult Education 
 
NTI Lead ESL teacher, Kerry Cisenero-Smith and 
paraprofessonal, Gabby Vasquez recently took 
five students to the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services office in Fort Smith.  
 
Nick Ryburn, Adult Education Director, says 
“Gabby obtained her citizenship several years 
ago and wanted to share her experience with the 
students as they prepare to obtain their 
citizenship status”. 
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East Arkansas Community 
Adult Education 

 

James Sanders is one of the most recent graduates from EACC Adult Education 
for 2021-2022.  When James went to the center, he had been out of school for 38 
years.  He shared that when he was young, he was told he could not learn so he 
left school as a teenager and went to work.  James had previously tried attending 
Adult Education classes at night, but after several months, he became 
discouraged and dropped out.  James enrolled in EACC Adult Education in early 
April and was ready to try again.  However, James could only come on Fridays 
because he is employed Monday through Thursday.  James worked very hard at 
night on his assignments and turned in his work on Fridays.  His strategy for 
success was to pass the GED® Ready tests and then the official test areas one at 
a time.   

James said that he liked our program “because they gave me the 
information and help that I needed in a way that I could understand.”  James 
also related that he would recommend our program to anyone who needs 
their Arkansas High School Diploma.  

James and his whole family were so proud of his accomplishments!  His 
wife, two daughters, and two granddaughters came to take pictures with him 
at our center and celebrated by having lunch at one of the local restaurants. 

Debbie Feagin, Adult Education Director reports that James is considering 
entering EACC in the Fall to study Computer Science.  But for now, he is 
going to relax, and raise a big garden this summer.   

We are sure that whatever James decides to do, he will be successful! 

Northwest Technical Institute 
Adult Education 
 
Teacher Appreciation Day was celebrated in a grand way this year at the 
NTI Adult Education Center.  On Wednesday, May 25, several members 
of the Springdale community came together and provided a luncheon for 
all the teachers and staff at the center.  In addition to the delicious meal, 
door prizes were won by lucky staff members.   
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Arkansas State University-Newport 
Adult Education 

 

Grace Randolph dropped out of high school because she suffers from extreme 
anxiety and felt nobody understood her situation. The court system compelled 
her to earn her Arkansas High School Diploma.  

At first, she was not happy being forced to participate in the program. After 
visiting the ASU-Newport Adult Education center and meeting the teachers, 
she had a change of heart. She was greeted with respect, and the staff 
motivated her to do better.  

Grace says, "I kept going even when I was going to quit. They pushed me to 
my limits, and it caused me to end up where I am now--a GED® graduate. 
Now, I plan on going to college to become a meteorologist to pursue my 
dreams in storm chasing. This program helped me get to where I can go off 
and follow my dreams”.  

Grace expressed sincere appreciation by saying “I would like to say thank you 
to my teachers that pushed me and didn't give up on me even when I was 
giving up on myself." 

.   

Olanda Bender received his Certificate of 
Proficiency for successfully completing the 
Commercial Driver Training Program at ASU 
Newport on June 15, 2022. He overcame 
some significant obstacles to obtain this 
certification. Pictured with Olanda is State 
Senator Dan Sullivan, who was instrumental 
in assisting him to get into the program. 

 

Evan Solis came to the ASU Newport Adult Education 
Center as a court-ordered minor, and he worked to earn 
his Arkansas High School Diploma for almost two years. 
He says his experience at the center helped him mature a 
lot faster, and that it was all worth it in the end. Now, that 
he has graduated, he wants to continue working on the 
family farm.  The ASU Newport Adult Education center 
teachers and staff are so proud of Evan and his hard work! 
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Arkansas Adult Education  
Holds First In-Person Graduation Since 2019 

 

2020 and 2021 Graduates Recognized 
 
Central Arkansas Adult Education Centers celebrated students who earned their Arkansas High School Diploma during the 2019-2022 
academic years.  Students who passed the GED® test during this time were honored during a graduation ceremony at the Pulaski Academy 
Connor Performing Arts Center on June 9. The ceremony highlighted current graduates and those who were unable to celebrate due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Adult Education Centers that participated in the ceremony included those on the campuses of Arkansas Baptist College, Little Rock 
School District, Pulaski County Special School District, Shorter College, and UA Pulaski Technical College.  
 

 “Our students have shown tremendous tenacity during the last three years,” said Dr. Trenia Miles, director of Adult Education. “Despite the 
challenges we all faced during the pandemic, our students showed commitment to completing their high school education. Their Arkansas 
high school diplomas will make them more competitive in the workforce. I’m excited about the next phase of their lives,” said Miles.   
 

Keynote speakers for the ceremony were State Senator Jane English and Ronald J. Neal.  Both delivered encouraging messages to the 
graduates and their families. 
 

“This program continues to demonstrate its value in the State of Arkansas. Adult Education is paramount to building a strong workforce in our 
state, making Arkansas more attractive to businesses looking to expand or start new ventures,” said Dr. Charisse Childers, director, 
Arkansas Division of Workforce Services. 
 

Brandon Austin was the student speaker at the ceremony. Austin was featured in a TV and advertising campaign that highlights recent 
graduates. Following a string of temporary positions, Austin decided to pursue his GED® through Arkansas Baptist College. After successfully 
completing the program, he found stable employment and he is enrolled in UA Pulaski Technical College majoring in radiation therapy. 
 

A total of 6,768 adults have passed the GED® test since June 2019. Arkansas Adult Education ranks 4th in the nation for the highest pass 
rate for GED® test takers. Arkansas’ 2021/22 pass rate of 86 percent is above the national pass rate of 75 percent. 
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Resources & Reminders 
 

Access 2021 AACAE conference videos 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0yzoEAcpdRMbD6HZhYWlOw/videos 
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Arkansas Department of Commerce 
1 Commerce Way, Suite 202 

Little Rock, AR  72202 
  

501-682-1970 
 

        DWS.Arkansas.gov/Adult-Education 
 
 

 

 

Little Rock, AR  72202 

 

  501-682-1970                   

ARCareerEducation.org 

SNAP E&T Success Story 
East Arkansas Community College 
Adult Education 
 
Kuriarte Harris returned to EACC to earn a Technical Certificate in 
Industrial Equipment Technology in the fall of 2020 and continued his 
education throughout the pandemic with perseverance and enthusiasm. 
In addition to his education, he was a participant in EACC’s work-study 
program.  
 
Through the marketing and recruiting efforts on the EACC campus, 
Kuriarte Harris came to visit Briley Padilla, SNAP E&T Coordinator. 
After hearing the program’s purpose and benefits, Kuriarte chose to 
enroll in EACC’S Adult Education SNAP E & T Program in January 
2021.    
 
When Kuriarte was asked about how he felt about his achievement, he 
said, “I feel really good about it but at the same time… I cannot believe I 
achieved my goals! It took a lot of hard work and time, but I did not give 
up.”   
 
On May 13, 2022, during commencement, Mr. Kuriarte Harris walked 
across the EACC stage and received his Technical Certificate and 
Certificate of Proficiency in Industrial Equipment Technology. Mrs. 
Padilla said, “It has been a pleasure watching Mr. Harris grow over this 
last year and I am so proud of the goals he has achieved for himself. I 
look forward to seeing what the future holds for him!” 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0yzoEAcpdRMbD6HZhYWlOw/videos

